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About REC-REATE

BIG STEP FORWARD FOR
REC-REATE

This update has been created by the
Strathcona Regional District (SRD) to keep
user groups, residents, businesses and the
public informed about REC-REATE – the
revitalization of the Strathcona Gardens
recreation complex.
The goal of REC-REATE is to renew the
facility to address aging components
and deliver the recreation services
the community desires in an
exciting, modern, safe and inclusive
environment.
If you have questions, please get in touch
with the project team via recreate@srd.ca or
250-830-6711.

UPDATE

After months of planning and design, the Strathcona Regional
District board has taken a big step in moving improvements to
Strathcona Gardens forward. A revised concept for the facility
upgrade – developed with feedback from the community and
recommended to the board in April 2018 – has been approved.
The board adopted a revised option which involves a partial new
build of the facility and includes:
• energy efficiency measures
• a new aquatic centre
• improved fitness centre adjacent to the new wellness centre on
the first floor
• improvements and upgrades to the ice facilities
• new storage and public spaces
Considerable work has been undertaken over the last two years to
develop a feasible redevelopment concept that has support from the
community. Now that the revised plan for Strathcona Gardens has been
adopted, the next step is to proceed to schematic design (this year),
with the goal of construction beginning in 2020, contingent on funding.
With this decision, the project team can start taking steps to turn this
plan into a reality!
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WHAT IS THE COST?
The latest cost estimate, based on the revised concept, is approximately $47 million,
which would cover a partial new build of the facility and would include a new aquatic
centre, improved fitness centre, improvements to the ice facilities and new storage/
public spaces.

Facility Needs &
Condition Assessment

• Along with developing the schematic design, SRD staff will now consider funding
options for the project. The SRD will pursue grant funds from provincial and
federal governments as well as use reserve funds already set-aside for recreational
infrastructure work (accruing since 2016 to total approximately $7-million by 2021).

2017

• The SRD recently received $4.6 million from the federal Gas Tax Fund to install
several new heating and cooling systems at Strathcona Gardens. That money will
support the work in the planned upgrades and renovations proposed through the
REC-REATE project and may help reduce the project cost.

Feasability Study

2018

WHAT WE HEARD: PUBLIC SUPPORT AND PARKING

Schematic Design &
Funding Plans

Information gathered in 2017 through an online survey and consultation events with
the public showed that the vast majority (over 90 per cent) of people that responded
felt that Strathcona Gardens played an important role in providing the region with
recreation services, and a major redevelopment of the facility was supported.

2020

There had been concern about traffic and parking, and so in February 2018, traffic
specialists Bunt and Associates provided a traffic impact assessment which found:

Target Construction

HOW TO STAY INFORMED
Community feedback has been
critical to the development of
the project so far, and we want
to continue to hear from you!
Let us know your questions/
comments by reaching us here:
•

Visit the project page
online at:
www.recreateSG.ca

•

Sign up for the newsletter
email list by contacting the
project team at:
recreate@srd.ca or calling
250-830-6711

•

Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter
(@strathconard)

•

The plan’s proposed traffic layout and parking would accommodate regular peakperiod conditions at the renovated recreation complex.

•

For larger events - such as regional swim meets or hockey games - a special event
parking and traffic management plan will need to be developed in consultation
with adjacent property owners, the City of Campbell River and user groups.

This process will be part of the next planning stage.

The SRD project team received great comments and feedback from people about the project in the fall last year
during an open house at Strathcona Gardens.
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